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#1 Proximity between elements
causes us to see columns.

#2 Similarity causes us to see re-
lated horizontal rows.

#3 Continuity is the reason why
we prefer to see two lines
crossing, instead of four lines
meeting in the middle.

#4 Closure causes us to see a
white square, instead of four
broken circles.

#5 The classic Rubin Vase illusion is an example of figure-ground
relationships : either a vase or two face profiles can be seen in
the figure. As the relative size of the vase increases, it tends to
dominate over the faces.

#6 Uniformity allows us to see a
blue column and a green group.

#7 Uniformity is a common mech-
anism for organising user inter-
faces.

#8 Uniformity , enclosure , and
proximity help to distinguish
groups.
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Neutral This illustration shows a neutral page with no
hierarchy between the two text columns. A reader will
naturally enter the design at the top left.

Position An obvious placement of a design element
introduces a hierarchy, such as this lone heading on
the verso page.

Position and size Positioning an element in the entry
hotspot while altering its size and introducing spacing
establishes its dominance in the hierarchy.

Position, size, and emphasis Another technique is
to add extra emphasis to an element to cement its
position at the top of the hierarchy, as seen in the use
of colour above.
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Hello, World!

Bye!

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Integer et
sapien orci, sed eleifend velit. Suspendisse varius cursus sem, pulvinar
ultrices quam scelerisque ut. Cras sit amet dui mi, non molestie dolor.
Vivamus commodo, quam a rhoncus tincidunt, sapien diam suscipit
neque, a commodo sapien libero in elit. Integer at ultrices justo.
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A multi��row slot (�?)

is taller than the
sum of the height
of the three rows it
spans. Note that
first and second
rows have a
defined height of �


(asterisk), which
means that they
must have the
same height,
whatever their con-
tent.

The second step of
the algorithm for
distributing the ex-
cess of height if an
implementation de-
cided just to en-
large the last row
until the sum of all
the involved rows
is as tall as the slot
that spans that
number of rows. At
this moment, it is
violating the con-
straint of
equal��height rows

(those with a
defined height of �
).

A subsequent itera-
tion should ad-
dress the violation
of the constraint on
equal��height rows,

ensuring that the
rest of rows with a
defined height of �


are enlarged until
all them are of the
same height.

The final result,
once assigned the
same height to
every row with as-
terisk. Although it
fulfils all the con-
straints of the spe-
cification, the lay-
out is less than
ideal, since there
are large unneces-
sary areas of
whitespace.
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